


CITIZENS PROMOTES FIVE ELEMENTS 

in the heart and habits of any willing individual: 

(1) the character of Christ (2) Biblical literacy 

(3) a strong sexual ethic (4) the ability to 

engage well in the current cultural moment 

and (5) the ability to minister well to those 

around them.  

CITIZENS IS AN EXPERIMENT,  
and this is the hypothesis:  

If society is crumbling in division, confusion and 

depression, and if the way of Jesus and the Bible are 

true and for-our-good, can a group simply meet every 

week to share in food and conversation, genuinely 

seeking God together, and thus experience helpful, 

life-giving, worthwhile results? We believe so! The 

outcome will be different for each group and each 

individual, but we believe that anyone who would 

wholeheartedly commit to this experiment would reap 

tangible, positive results in their life.



Scripture

“Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility count others 

more significant than yourselves. Let each of you look not only to his own 

interests, but also to the interests of others.  Have this mind among 

yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus”  //  Philippians 2:3-5

“Do all things without grumbling or disputing, that you may be blameless 

and innocent, children of God without blemish in the midst of a crooked 

and twisted generation, among whom you shine as lights in the world, 

holding fast to the word of life, so that in the day of Christ I may be proud 

that I did not run in vain or labor in vain. Even if I am to be poured out as a 

drink offering upon the sacrificial offering of your faith, I am glad and 

rejoice with you all. Likewise you also should be glad and rejoice with 

me.” //  Philippians 2:14-18 

“Brothers, join in imitating me, and keep your eyes on those who walk 

according to the example you have in us. For many, of whom I have often 

told you and now tell you even with tears, walk as enemies of the cross of 

Christ. Their end is destruction, their god is their belly, and they glory in 

their shame, with minds set on earthly things. But our citizenship is in 

heaven, and from it we await a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ, who will 

transform our lowly body to be like his glorious body, by the power that 

enables him even to subject all things to himself.”  //  Philippians 3:17-21 

“Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, rejoice. Let your reasonableness 

be known to everyone. The Lord is at hand; do not be anxious about 

anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving 

let your requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, which 

surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in 

Christ Jesus. Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, 

whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is 

commendable, if there is any excellence, if there is anything worthy of 

praise, think about these things. What you have learned and received and 

heard and seen in me—practice these things, and the God of peace will be 

with you.”  //  Philippians 4:4-9 



 

(1)Marked by the Character of Christ (LOVE, 
JOY, PEACE & HUMILITY) 

• We simply believe that followers of Christ should have the 
attitude and behavior of Christ. We seek to see all of his 
characteristics develop in our lives and we start by targeting 
four things: love, joy, peace, and humility. 

• WHY LOVE? There may be no more worn out, shapeless 
word in the English language than “LOVE.”  Since love means 
something different to every person, we are out to get God 
himself to define it for us, since we believe He is Love.  

• WHY JOY & PEACE? We believe joy and peace are fully 
available to us in Christ, and they are the antidote to the 
poison of depression and anxiety plaguing American society.  

• WHY HUMILITY? In a society built on self-first values and 
self-definition, we choose humility. We claim we are created 
by God. He is the true center we revolve around. He defines 
who we are and retains the right to “call the shots” on how 
we should live. This not only revolutionizes how we see 
ourselves but how we see and relate to one another, making 
us responsible to honor the image of God in every person 
around us. 

THE FIVE ELEMENTS

Our goal is to see a growing community of spiritually 
secure people who are: 

1. Marked by the Character of Christ  

2. Biblically literate 

3. Strong in their sexual ethic, who 

4. Engage well in this cultural moment, and 

5. Minister well to those around them



(2) Biblically Literate  

• What do we mean by Biblically Literate? We believe 
followers of Jesus should be very familiar with the Bible, able 
to observe it in the context it was written, yet interpret and 
apply it well to our modern world. Following ancient text our 
contemporary context takes a willingness to wrestle, and a 
deep conviction that the scriptures provide other-worldly 
wisdom, a firm place to stand in unstable times, and 
unending encouragement and hope. We truly believe it is a 
light to our path.  

• Why is this important? We believe the Bible is a gift from 
God that helps us to flourish. It is for our good. It provides a 
compass for our lives and its “boundary lines” protect us from 
wandering off on our own paths. While we refuse to be 
spiritual drones, repeating Christian legalism, we also resist 
the pride of going spiritually-rogue or try to adapt 
Christianity to be more palatable to the surrounding culture.  

(3) Strong in their sexual ethic 

• Why single out sexual ethic? Western culture is sex-
obsessed. Not only is sex a constant character in all music 
and media, it is the center of some of the main social and 
political discussions of our day. We’re gonna talk about it 
because the whole world is talking about it.  

• Secular thought says “my sexuality is my own / I can be and 
do whatever I feel is best.” Nominal Western Christianity is 
riddled with double-standards as if some are sexually broken 
and others are normal. However, we believe there is a third 
perspective: Everyone is sexually broken. Everyone needs 
to reckon with their own sexual brokenness. Everyone is in 
need of healing and a renewed identity from God.  



(4) Engage Well in this cultural moment 

• We are living in an unprecedented moment of crisis, conflict, 
and chaos — socially, politically, and spiritually. Tensions are  
tight, emotions are high, questions abound, truth seems 
elusive. In response, we will not avoid or deny. We will not 
accept hand-me-down beliefs. Instead, we will face this 
moment head-on. We will talk, we will pray, we will learn, we 
will listen, with the Holy Spirit as our guide and the Scriptures 
as our compass. 

• We do not assume that we will all arrive at the same 
conclusions on every topic. We will not force any belief on any 
person, instead we will lovingly and openly learn to discuss 
well together and work through issues side by side. We will 
use REVISE / REINFORCE to practically apply what we are 
learning.  

• REVISE: Where the American Christian experience has 
“missed the mark” and not brought the ways of Jesus 
to bear on the world, we will respond with 
repentance. With humility, we will acknowledge the 
ways that the Church has fallen short of real love and 
take responsibility by revising our personal view and 
practice to be more like that of Christ.  

• REINFORCE: The Church is facing an age-old test: will 
it bend to fit the shape of the culture of the day? We 
will search the depths of Scripture and the life of Jesus 
to gain other-worldly wisdom on God’s design and 
desires for ourselves and our world. This will lead us 
down the ancient paths that should not be forsaken, 
and to reinforce the beliefs that should not be torn 
down, no matter how great the pressure. 

(5) Minister Well to those around them  

• We see In the life of Jesus a balance of spending time in 
private and public. His habit of retreat kept him in-tune with 
the heart and will of his Father and empowered him to 
minister well to those around him. We long to follow the 
rhythm of inpouring and outpouring we see in the life of 
Christ.  



• We want to avoid the pitfall of spending all our time on 
talking, learning and on our own personal development, and 
failing to make any actual difference in the lives around us.  
We take 1 Cor 4:20 as a warning — “the kingdom of God is 
not a matter of talk but of power.”   

• We believe that Christians should know how to pray/
intercede, encourage, and serve those around them. We 
believe that the Holy Spirit equips us to do this in a 
supernatural way. We will spend time developing ourselves 
to minister well to those around us by practicing on one 
another. 

A Citizens Gathering meets for 14 weeks. 
Each meeting consists of 4 parts… 

1. A MEAL bringing provision and sustenance, allowing space 
for connection and friendship. [6:30p] 

2. A SHORT TALK that introduces the topic for the evening, 
specifically comparing and contrasting the ways of culture 
with the ways of the Kingdom of God, and asking Him to 
lift our minds to see more from His perspective [7:30p] 

3. QUESTIONS that provide an on-ramp to CONVERSATION, 
specifically the conversations that most need to happen 
surrounding the given topic.  [7:45p] 

4. A LITURGY / CLOSING that draws us back no matter how 
far we’ve wandered in conversation, back to the simple 
heart of God on the matter, turning us from discussion into 
personal prayer and petition, so that we might take 
ownership of our own lives and place matters out of our 
control back into the strong arms of Jesus. [8:45p]

*END / MINISTRY TIME - optional and after-hours,  
   whenever someone is in need [9:00p] 

OK, what will this actually look like? 



Rules of Engagement
These will be our rules of engagement for conversations: 

• Considerate- listen well, speak with with kindness and self 
control, and think more of others than ourselves 

• Thoughtful - love the Lord your God with your mind, use 
the good mind he has given you 

• Biblical - the Bible remains our ultimate compass  

• Simple - save the big words, this is for the common folk 

Living Near The Well 

We are not interested in building a set of do’s & don'ts, boundaries 
defining ‘who’s in and who’s out’ ...if you grew up in church, you’ve 
probably had enough of that. Instead, we seek to dig a well and 
encourage people to come and drink, and to stay close.  

“If you are a farmer with a 3 acre ranch so to speak, you can build a 
fence to keep your cattle in and other animals out. But if you are a rancher, say, 
with a huge amount of land and acreage, you wouldn't be able to build fences 
around your whole property. So instead of building fences, you dig wells. So it is 
then assumed that animals won't go too far away from the well, because their 
life literally depends on them not wandering too far away from their water 
source.” Veritas Blog

"The world does not consist of 100% Christians and 100% non-
Christians. There are people (a great many of them) who are slowly ceasing to 
be Christians but who still call themselves by that name: some of them are 
clergymen. There are other people who are slowly becoming Christians though 
they do not yet call themselves so. There are people who do not accept the full 
Christian doctrine about Christ but who are so strongly attracted by Him that 
they are His in a much deeper sense than they themselves understand….”        
C.S. Lewis, Mere Christianity

Getting Spiritually Strong 

Christians are familiar with self-denial, Jesus talked a lot about it. 
Interestingly, we can actually see the principle of self-denial 
employed in modern gym/diet culture: you can’t eat whatever you 
want and expect to be in good shape. Everyone knows that it is 
when our muscles work against resistance that we become 
physically stronger. 



Yet modern culture lives in a double standard and doesn't apply this 
same principle to the soul. As a result, many people strive to get 
shredded on the outside, but on the inside they are weak and sick. 
We want to encourage a culture of spiritually strong people, who 
are thoughtful about what they take in, and stay active in 
cultivating a healthy, strong soul and spirit. 

Reclaiming Christian 

Have you found yourself ashamed to be called “Christian” not 
because of Christ, but because of the shame of others figures and 
groups who have called themselves Christians? If you have felt 
hesitant to call yourself a Christian to others because you want to 
differentiate yourself from nominal Christianity or fundamentalism, 
or from this person or that history, we totally get it. So have we. 

Yet for this journey, we’ve decided not to shy away from the title 
“Christian” from fear of being misunderstood. Yes, there have been 
ugly chapters in what the world sees as ‘Christianity’ but there has 
also been a beautiful history of true-Christianity, the true-Church 
that has quietly persisted for millennia, bringing the ways of Jesus 
to bear on the world. They are the rightful owners of the name 
“Christian” and we long to be counted among them.

We believe that anyone who would wholeheartedly commit to 
the Citizens experience will reap positive results in their lives. 
So that’s all we ask. You can count on a free meal, good 
community and good conversation every Monday night. 
Come as often as you can and be yourself. 

So, what’s being asked of me? 


